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Curious Human Specimen Is President;
Lives Alone, ThinksAloneand Acts Alone;
His ForceDeadly; Has WisdomofSerpent

Botchkareva Tells How Kerensky Aided
Foundation Woman's Death Battalion;
Also Start of Campaign to Get Recruits

So Mr. White, Statesman-Journalist, Describes
Mr. Wilson.Says He Is Having Fight of
His Life in a Battle for International Re¬
sponsibility and the Genuine Brotherhood

, of Man. V

By WILLIAM ALLEN WHITE.
Paris, March 27 (by mail)..When President Wilson came to Eu¬

rope, in December, 1918, he appealed to the masses of Europe over the
heads of their governments. Now he is dealing exclusively with the
organized governments of Europe. When he appeared in Paris a
dozen and six weeks ago great crowds packed the Champs Elysees.
His progress from the Arch to the Tuilleries was a tremendous tri¬
umph. No other ruler ever had a greater reception. The day he
ame back to Paris in March, a tattered cotton banner, sagging in
Ihe wind, rain-stained and bedraggled, bearing the legend, "Honeur
1 Wilson, le Juste," a banner left over from December, hanging near
the corner of the Avenue. Montaigne and the Elysecan Fields, was
the only reminder of a day that was gone.

President's Greeting Brief Ceremony.
As the banner was fraying in the light spring breeze the train

!>caring the Presidential party was steaming into the station; a Poilu
band was throwing back its head and blowing into the brass the
glory that is France in a grand salute; a dozen frock-coated plug-
hatted elderly gentlemen with cynical turn of face, Clemenceau, up
from his bed of pain, Poincare and Baron Celleri, along with the
Americans, Mr. Lansing, Bernard Baruch, Vance McCqrmick.gentle¬
men of the bedchamber.stood on a red velvet carpet in the station,
»mid potted palms and evergreens and welcomed the President back
:o France. The whistles did not blow; there was no cheering in the
itation. There was little more ceremony in the greeting than if the
tillage delegate had just come home from the Grand Lodge, ready to
exemplify the new work. Outside little more enthusiasm prevailed.
At the Hotel de Crillon that afternoon when the three high potencies
.Lloyd George, Clemenceau and the President.met to discuss mat-
:crs, a crowd gathered with eager rubber necks.

IwwHa I* {.¦(«««.
After that Paris went its way. and

(he President took up his daily rou¬
tine. It is a rather humdrum life that
he lives, full of hard work and with
little play. Dinners and

fnot seem to interest him. He haa.few
guests and calls on no one for ad\ ice-
no one but Col. House, on whom he
calls more for information than ad
vice' Yet for the first time in his
Presidential life. President Wilson is

playing a new game. He Is meeting
itrons opposition face to
-ombatine it. Heretofore, in the White
House, he has been able to avoid his
opponents personally. If a "J.posed a Presidential policy the man
.ever got inside the bar£ade at the
White House. Men said the^sX,rJcould not carry on a successful short
rage contest. His strength was not
with the bayonet, but th

Men

^^ere^^;ig a coal from the ashes. Dis. hyu
abblt. he done bleeped to climl»¦
On this second coming of the I res'

lent -he done bleeged to climb. So
Iip zoes into conference *itn me".tron^ men. to<^who disagree vto-
entlv and honestly, with him. and he
. succeeding fairly well in talking. *

down. And all the time, while
1 i» to some extent using his gun-
lUIt and h"s lard-tester on the heads

the tripes of his adversaries, he isil^ng The use of his long rang.

instance: A few mornings after
he president arrived. M. Pichon. the
French minister of foreign affairs

s -rdwSh,h,eheprSs «;
^^A^-Sich wo^d£

. Wireless to Mr. Tumulty ad-lent a
disregard rumors tow"nKconUarv and announce that

president going
Also lma.olood in his fair blue ey

of th0tine far ba'*/' r beloved President"ISnTwi «n«ItaUan hand °° T"nd then appears on thelig- Bertna.
American pressBulletin °

note announcing-onefpondent. be K,adr^theRAmert^ reporters Tues-
lay evening at 6.

.l<he Cwfwiw Room.

^ IF
:,n reporters sharpening the'rpen-1 .fto holding note-books ready to get
.. iordship's communication. Also,l? 'e rear of stage one large eagle-^k^. bald-headed. quick-facedEng:i'!Ur.c^h.htVb3;.~ Conversa:S tone used. Lord talks ten mln-
¦tes about league of nations; nothing" 'rtant Reporters pocket pei^.Is.

interest in life; reporters begin
o figure distance to the Sufayel or
, , su, bars. when, sping! his lord-hit is saying; "I feel quite certain,n/f in sayinK so I am certainly voic-
M the opinion of the British deiega-
ton that there will be but one treaty
o sign. that of the league of nations

the peace with Germany. Big£rthT dU«ted from G. H. Q . ha,It« hit. M. Pichon follows the"ay"of Huerta and Wllhelm II andall
?thers who get in the way of Wood-Sw WlUon! Britain and AmrrtaUnited have their way. It doubtless
ook some horse trading to set the
Jritish to announce their public standJVth President Wilson and against
he French, but doubtless also what¬
ever was necessary waa given and the
announcement was made.

Wait to F»i*e« War.
And. of course, the French do not

Ike ft. They have a quite pardon-
Ale desire to get the war over; they
rant to know Just where they »tand
Inanclally. who is going to lend
hem money, what debt they will
,ave to assume, and how much. If
nything. Germany will Pay They
ont want to hang up in the air
Mile the President goes home ana
dds Senator Lodgre to Huerta and
Vilhelm II and Pichon. It will
take a beautiful spectacle.this
avotting of Lodge.but the French
on t care for pageants^ So their
.pera axe tremendously polite to

the President, which is a dangerous
attitude. It la deadly. An apoc¬
ryphal story is circulating in Paris,
with French sanction, to the effect
that the polite attitude of the
French press.a dislnct and quick
change from their attitude of open
guying of the President In January
and February.comes because of a
remark made by President Wilson
to the effect that if the French press
did not quit hammering htm he
would pack up the conference in his
old tobacco bo* and take It to Lon¬
don. Hence. Alphonse and Gaston be¬
gan editing the Wilson columns of
the French administration papers.
The story is probably untrue, but at
least it illustrates t>ie French con¬
temporaneous opinion of the Presi¬
dent. But true or false, there is no
way of verifying it. The reporter
who would ask the President about
it would be stricken dead by the in¬
ternal explosion of his own gall!

Lores Publicity.
For no American President in a

generation has hidden his own per¬
sonality behind the screen of his of¬
fice as has President Wilson. He
loves the white light of pitiless pub¬
licity for the other fellow. But no one
has shunned It so much for himself

I as President W.lson. Taft didn't mindlit- ask him if it was true that hej hooked up his wife's dress, and he d
laugh and chuckle and return the

' soft answer Roosevelt was always
making public demonstrat.on of his
human qualities. If he strafed an en¬
emy he did it on the steps of the
White House when the Marine Band
was playing in the garden, and he
talked to beat the band, so that the
whole world might know it. Grover
Cleveland was perfectly willing to talk
about the number of drinks they had
aboard the Mayflower down the bay.
But after a conflict, grimy and slithery
with the blood of his foe. President
Wilson loves to discourse about tfce
sweet accord, and the fraternal unan¬
imity of the session. Always the cur¬
tain folding slowly back from an off¬
stage murder, discloses the white
hands of President Wilson clasped in
an attitude of prayer! Yet his as¬
saults always are righteous; and are
as the lawyers say "affected toy their
public use." He does not use his
great power for personal ends. Huerta
and Wilhelm and Pichon had earneil
the displeasure of the high gods; they
had it coming! Why the President
should be ashamed of his kill Is inex¬
plicable. save by his Inherent desire
to avoid the spotlight.
Here is a case in point; Supposqthe President should desire to incor¬

porate into the league of nations a
clause which would guarantee to the
Jew religious liberty all over the
world. Tl^en suppose that he heard
that the Japs would insist, if that
clause were presented, in adding to
It a phrase which would guarantee
to all races equality of opportunity
in all lands.including immigration
to America; then supposing that it
were wise to shelve both proposi¬
tions and present the league cove¬
nant without either! Would the
President expain why he had shied?
Not for a minute. He would regard
such an explanation as the height of
impropriety: the fact that It might
help him politically would not occur
to him. The impropriety of disclos-
ing a secret would appal him. Now
in this purely suppositious case we
have a key to the reason why the
President abandoned the first of his*
fourteen points: Open covenants
openly arrived at; the publicity
would affect him.

Leads Orchestra.
(He loves the children of the

light, but he doesn't play with
them! If a reporter would dare to
tell the story (If one could Imagine
so improbable a story) of how
Premier Hughes reacted to Presi¬
dent Wilson's demand that the Pa¬
cific Island should be held under a
mandatory, and not turned over to
Australia; of how the premier bolt¬
ed the room with the secretaries
running after him to haul him
back, of how they finally got himI back and smoothed things over.
President Wilson would deny it and
have the reporter handed: because
It affected him. Not because It was
discreditable to him; not because It
might have leaked from him; butbecause for a second the spot lightrested upon him. Yet in Milan, atthe opera (Sunday night too mind
you) the President rose in hla bcAc
and led the orchestra with an Amer¬
ican flag! But that was In public,that also was at a time when the
wine of popular acclaim was in hla
head, and men thought he could healby the touch of hla hands and turn

On the sixth of April, 1917, the people of the United States entered the war.
From that day until the eleventh of November, 1918, we Americans kept our shoul¬

ders to the wheel of endeavor. We saved and sacrificed. We
toiled and fought. We / struggled whole-hearted and well
toward the goal of victory. We laid aside all other things
and concentrated upon winning the war. War became our
chief and foremost business.

We are not yet finished with it.
For this job was not only a task of manufacturing muni¬

tions of war, uniforms, ships and the transportation of supplies
and troops across the Atlantic. It was not only a matter of
firing guns and going over the top. It included the financing
of our part of the war. The financial obligation began with
'our entry into the war. But it did not cease with the signing
of the armistice. It will not end until the boys have been re¬
turned to their homes; until Uncle Sam has paid all of his.
AMERICA'S.war bills.

That is why we Americans owe it to ourselves and our
government to lend our dollars in the Fifth Liberty Loan,
which is our FIRST VICTORY LOAN. This' will be our last

chance to lend money in a popular subscription campaign to the government, for
the financing of this war.

Billions of dollars had to be spent during the months we fought because we
had to prepare rapidly; we had to rush into the fray at topmost speed at a moment
when France was weakening and Great Britain was unable to bear the strain alone.
It is true that we wasted money, but we hastened. We won. And this, after all,
is the main thing.

These war bills, the demobilization of our army, and the returning of our boysfrom foreign lands back to their homes and civilian life, are our chief concern. Most
of the billions we are now asked to len3 has been spent, and it remains for out
government to borrow the money from citizens, to pay the bills and then commence
to reduce the size of the national debt by taxation.

Our war debt must be paid. Not a living person in this country can escapcpaying his or her share. We will pay that war debt when we wear clothes, eat
food, when we play and when we work. Our children's children will pay. For
years we will pay, pay, pay. That is taxation.

The Victory Loan is NOT taxation. It is merelv a method whereby the gov¬
ernment finances its obligations until they are paid. The government might stepin and raise the entire amount by taxation, levying neavy upon every person. It
prefers to pass the burden of payment over a period of years, thus lightening the
immediate load. To do this, there must be money borrowed. And of whom, bettei
than ofc ourselves, should the people of this country borrow money? To wnom,
better than to themselves, should they pay interest?

You, a citizen of America, now are asked to lend money to yourself. That, in
substance, is the appeal of this Victory Loan. You are asked to lend money to
Yourself so YOU can bring back OUR soldier boys, and to pay for bringing back
those who already have returned.

When that is done the job will be finished.
And not until then.
We can't avoid it and we can't evade it. We cannot shift the burden. It is

ours. It is our patriotic duty; our solemn obligation to our boys who sacrificed
far more than we to win the war.

The unfinished business of this war lies before us. The Victory Loan is the
implement with which we may finish the job. We were not slackers from April 6,
1917, to November 11, 1918. Shall be slackers now?

water to wine, and Orlando and
Sonnino into apostles of sweetness
and light. So he forgot the spot
light.
But to return to those first days of

President Wilson's second coming to
Paris. When he got here he found
things jammed. During his absence
a series of compromises had undone
a kg of the work which the Presi¬
dent considered settled; a lot of
boundaries had been set on what the
President considered a bad basis.
Certain reports of commissions which
had been considered final were In his
opinion only temporary, and he
wasted no time in thinking things
over. He acted. He was audacious
to the point of impudence; but he did
act, and things began to move after
he arrived. The aspect of the con¬
ference changed; the great interna¬
tional horse trade became again
something like a forum of justice.
Reporters who saw the change eould

not understand what forces were

working; but they -knew something
was acting. And that something was
the personality called "Wilson.one
man. A curious human specimen is
this man Wilson. He sees no one,
reads few newspapers, has no strong
advisers, Is not the center of a group,
but lives alone, thinks alone, acts
alone. It is certain he hAs few for¬
mulas; no one can guess in advance
his reaction to a given event. Often
he seems hesitant and weak. Yet it
is as if he were coiling; then when he
strikes it is with force and precision.
He is deadly. He has also the wis¬
dom of the serpent. In his isolation
he is intuitive. Details seem to es-
cape him, but he senses great cur¬
rents, understands great movements-
rides them and seems to lead them.
And one always must remember)

this: Three men Anally decide on
what is accepted in the peace of
the world and In the league of na-v

tions. Those three men are Lloyd
George, M. Clemenceau and Woodrow
Wilson. The responsibility is stu¬
pendous. And when one realizes what
a strong: will can do in such a sit¬
uation, one is shocked at such power
being: encased in one life. There can
.be no doubt that the strongest will of
the three is that of President Wilson.
Clemence&u is old and obstinate;
but he Caves in when the pressure
is strong- Lloyd George is insinuat¬
ing, seeking lines of least resistance,
feeling for weak places, compromis¬
ing and greatly insistent, bnt never
indomitable. Woodrow Wilson is iron
when his cdnviction is set He is
also ruthless. The timidity which has
kept opposition from him in the White
House, which surrounds him with
men and women of what may be
called the soft approach, is not a
sign of weakness; at base it is a sign
of his habi^ of domination, of
unbrookable desire to rale. So In

;v.". \ t

the council of throe on all matters
which vitally touch his heart, he has
his way. Now thin does not mean
that he is masterful, blustering:, un¬

compromising. inexorable. The leaffu*-
of nations has a dozen clauses in
it which were written over Wilson's
protest, and vigorous protest. But
while he disliked them, he did not
regard them as fundamental in their
weakness or malevolence; otherwise
these clauses would not be there.
For in matters which he regards as
vital he has his way.
Only one sure basis for prediction

about this man Wilson ^rill work. Tt
is -his faith In the folks, in the
fundamental righteousness of the
American people. That is the only
rule he always seems to go by. It
is a rule that will guide one but
poorly in guessing Wilson ahead of
his deeds; for opinions differ as to
what the American people really
think. But he knows. How he knows
Is a mystery. Excepting CoL House

the men around the President would
not know public sentiment from a

psychological hypothesis, ard Col.
House bothers little about it. Yet
out of the very air he breathes, com¬
muning: like a mystic with the spirit
of the times, he strains the truth.
an^ with tremendous quiet force he
fifrhts for it.
Just now he is bavin? the fi#rht of

his life; here in the conference, and
there in America. The old world of
nationalism, of individualism, of la:»-
s«'Z faire at lome and abroad, the old
world that wa«« not Its brother's
keeper, is battling for Its life. It
will be a long fight: this If merely the
first round. This decade will not set¬
tle iL The new idea, the idea of so¬
cial democracy, of international re¬

sponsibility of the genuine brother¬
hood of man will not spring full-
panoplied into power. It is an

epoch's fight. And today America,
through its President is the chief de-
fender of the new faith.

Famous Russian Heroine
Describes Early Strug-
gles to Organize Unit,
the Purpose of Whkft
Was to Shame Men Into
Action on Firing Line.
THIS STARTS THE STOKT.
In the roanner of

Botchkareva formed theBfl
of Death, a woman ® ftghUi
In the Ruaaian army. and »
peasant girl stepped tau> in¬ternational hall of fame. TH» »
Her story. 1c earlier mitaliTBBM
¦be told" of her chttdbood;.J< t*a
brutailtiea of her marrtad Ufa.
attempt to commit auicldato «.-
cat* * cruel hoaband. and ber Bnai
succcH tn eradin# htm. «*»¦
of her many mol^atationa at tha
handa of official®. aoUiera and
ahe waji trapped in a houaa «
ahame by promiaea «f work. u»
desperation ahe aneinpted au'.cio^a aecond tim» A man tDMrreneo.
Bhe rrev. to like him and they U*ed
tocether by ci»t! agreement »®
lived happily with him for ttrea
year* when a ravoluUonJat aoa«»i
refure at their home Tha
refugee and husband
covered by the authorities Th*Jwere caufht r their n*ht Sb« and
her huaband became
located him tn a priaon and aetom
to carry her appeal to the
Arnvlnjr in Siberia^ the tru*ba»»
<u threatened with further «u*
to the most deaolate of
camps. Maria Botehkareva inter¬
ceded and had to deal with a Ubar-
tine governor. Her hoaband was
riven hie liberty, but the price waa
that the wu crushed and ihaawi
bv the governor. She aLU nipad
suicid* by drinkinr poison. Whan
the husband learned of the outrage
he attempted to kill the governor,
for which art he wu again ax*
tied. The hufband Pfw to be a
worthless rambler In a rare ha at
one time hung his wife, hut aha
wa* rescued in time to aare har
life Mans Batchkareva could not
lonrer endure his brutality. Rum-
blinrs of the world war had
rrarhed fsr off Siberia. Maria de¬
cided to leave her husband and en¬
list. She was rejected because ahe
war a woman She appealed to the
Czar. Her appeal was rranteA-
She went to the front. She waa
decorated for rescuing fifty wound¬
ed comrades under fire. She was
wounded on several occasions.

AND HERE IT CONTINUES.
To this objection I replied that num¬

bers were Immaterial, that what waa
important waa to shame the men. and
that a few a-omen at one place could
serve as an ezample to the entire
front. "It would be neceaaary that the
women's organization should have no
committees and be run on the regular
army basis in order to enable 1t to
serve as » restorative of discipline.''
I further explained.
Rodzianko thought my surrestion

splendid and pictured the enthusiasm
that mould be bound to be provoked
among the men in case of women oc-
cupyinr some trenches and taking the
lead in an offensive.
There were objections, however,

from the floor. One delerate rot up
and paid:

..one of us will take exception to
a soldier like Botchkareva. The men

I of the front know her and have heard
of her deeds. But a-ho will ruarantee
that the other women will be as decent
as she and will not dishonor the
army?**
Another delerate remarked:
"Who will ruarant<*e that the pres-j enco of women soldiers at the front

will not yield there little soldiers?"
* here was a reneral uproar at this

I criticism. I replied:
' If I take up the organisation of a

women's battalion. I will hold myself
responsible for every member of It. K
would introduce ririd discipline and
would allow no speerlt-makinr and no
loiterinr in the streets. When Moth¬
er-Russia is drowninr it is not a time
to run an army on committees. I am
a common peasant myself, and I know
that only discipline can save the Rus¬
sian army. In the proposed battalion
I would exercise absolute authority
and pet obedience, otherwise) them
would be no use in orraruxing it."
There were no objections to the con¬

dition* which I outlined as prelimi¬
nary to the establishment of such a
unit. Still. I never expected that the
rovernmcnt would consider the matter
seriously and permit me to carry out
the idea. although I was informed
that it would be submitted to Keren-
sky upon his return from the front-
President Rodzianko took a deep in¬

terest in the project. He introduced
me to Capt. Dementiev. commandant
of the Home for Invalids, askine him
to place a room or two at my diepoaal
and generally take care of me. I went
home a-ith the captain, who preeented
me to his wife, a dear, patriotic wom¬
an who soon be.ame very much at¬
tached to me.

Back Ob the !->.¦«.
The following morninr Rodzianko

telephoned. suggest!ng that before the
matter was broached to War Min later
Kerensky it would be wise to take it
up with the Commander in Chief. Gen.
Brusilov. mho could pass upon H from
the point of view of the army. If he
approved of it. it would be easier to
obtain Kerensky** permiasion.
Genera! headquarters were Lben at

Moghilev and there we went. Capt.
' Dement lev and 1. to obtain an audi¬
ence with the commander in chief. W#
were received by his adjutant on the
14th of May. He announced our ar¬
rival and purpose to Gen. Erusfloa^
who had us shown in.

t
Hardly a week had elapsed afzace t

left the front, and here I was Win,
thig time not m the trenchea. huweryr.
but in the presence of the comminkr
in chief. It was such a sudden meta-

j morphosis and I could not help wuo-
dering. deep in my soul, aver tba
strange ways of fortune. Bnxsflor mat
us with a cordial Land-shaking. Ha
waa interested in the idea, he aakL.
Wouldn't we sit down? We did.
Wouldn't I tell him about myself and
how I conceived the acheme?

I told htm about my eeldiertng and
my leevinr the front because I could
not reconcile myself to the prevailing
conditions. I explained that the pur¬
pose of the plan would be to
the men In the trenches by having tba
women r<» over the top first. The com¬
mander in chief then dlacussed the
matter from various angles with Capt.
Dement lev and approved of ray Idea.
He bade us adieu, expreaalng his hope
for the success of my enterprise, and.
in a hapry frame of mind. I left for
Petrorrad.
Kerensky had returned from the

front. We called up Rodzianko and
told him of the result of our miasion
He informed us that he had already
asked for an audience with Kerenaky

CONTINUED ON PAGE NINE.


